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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF 

THURMAN HELD APRIL 08, 2013 AT THE TOWN HALL, 311 ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 

NEW YORK, COMMENCING AT 6:30 P.M… 

PRESENT:        MRS. EVELYN WOOD, SUPERVISOR 

   MR. CHARLES BILLS, COUNCILMAN 

          MR. LEON GALUSHA, COUNCILMAN 

              MR. AL VASAK, COUNCILMAN 

       MRS. GAIL SEAMAN, COUNCILWOMAN 

ON DUTY AT TONIGHT’S MEETING: 

Officer Greg Seeley from the Warren County Sheriff’s Office 

Recording secretary: Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

READING OF THE NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BY THE TOWN CLERK 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Thurman will hold a 

public hearing on April 08, 2013 at 6:30 pm at the Thurman town hall to consider 

a proposed contract with Warrensburg EMS at which time all persons will be given 

the opportunity to be heard. 

By Order of the Town of Thurman Town Board 

Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

Published March 30, 2013 
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TOWN CLERK COMMENT:  

The Town Clerk explained that legal guidelines for public hearing minutes require 

a record of the names of persons favoring or opposing the proposed action, but 

that it is not necessary to record the arguments advanced. The Town Clerk 

wanted everyone to understand why their comments would not be included in 

the public hearing minutes. 

POWER POINT PRESENTATION: 

Supervisor Wood gave a power point presentation on the proposed contract with 

Warrensburg EMS. 

RULES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING: 

Supervisor Wood explained the rules of the public hearing 

LETTER FROM WARRENSBURG EMS: 

Steve Emerson, Operations Manager for Warrensburg Ems, read his letter. 

Attached 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

The following 4 persons spoke in favor of the proposed contract with 

Warrensburg EMS. 

Lillie Cameron 

Steve Wood 

Steve Seaman 

Andrew Hall 

 
The following 26 persons spoke against the proposed contract with Warrensburg 

EMS. 

Maria Ligon             
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John Haskell   

Mary Eddy                        

Mike Eddy                             

Susan Kline              

Joyce Eddy 

Lorrie Smith  
 
Richard Ovitt 

Sally Wallace 

Lori Crandall         

Jerry Shapiro 

Shannon Castro 

John Baker 

Ed Castro  

Loren Eddy 

Lou Ann Eldridge  

Patrick Eldridge  

Jerry Willette  

Barbara Farrell 

Jean Coulard 

Ed Binder 

Aaron Beadnell 

Rebecca Desourdy 
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Richard Bardi 

Brian Angell 

Ida Ovitt 

CORRESPONDANCE FROM DR. GIRLING: 

Councilwoman Seaman said that Dr. Girling, medical Director for Thurman EMS, 

has stated that Warrensburg must answer all Thurman EMS calls and that he 

would prefer that Thurman EMS would close. 

Supervisor Wood shared some emails from Dr. Girling. Attached 

Councilman Galusha, made a motion seconded by Councilman Bills to table the 

decision of which EMS the town should contract with for a month. 

MOTION DEFEATED 
ROLL CALL ~ GALUSHA YES, BILLS YES, VASAK NO, SEAMAN NO, WOOD NO 

 
CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Vasak, the 

public hearing was closed at 8:50 pm. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

ROLL CALL ~ GALUSHA YES, BILLS YES, VASAK YES, SEAMAN YES, WOOD YES 

REOPEN MEETING: 

On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, the 

meeting was reopened. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN  
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CONTRACT WARRENSBURG EMS:                                                                                   
 
On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Vasak, the 
town board adopted a contract with Warrensburg EMS.    
                                     
MOTION CARRIED:  
ROLL CALL ~ GALUSHA NO, BILLS NO, VASAK YES, SEAMAN YES, WOOD YES 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, the 

meeting was adjourned at 8:54pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN  

Respectfully Submitted: 

Cynthia R. Hyde 
Town clerk 

April 16, 2013 

Attached: 

Contract with Warrensburg EMS  

Letter from Steve Emerson, Operations Manager for Warrensburg EMS  

Correspondence from Dr. Girling MD, Medical Director, for Thurman EMS 
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From: LaFlure, Brian [mailto:laflureb@warrencountyny.gov]  

Sent: Monday, March 11, 2013 8:23 AM 
To: Wood,Evelyn 

Cc: Jeffords, Larry E. 
Subject: FW: STATUS OF THURMAN EMS INC. 

 
Just an FYI. I thought we had it under control. 
 
Brian A. LaFlure 
Director / Fire Coordinator 
Warren County Office of Emergency Services 
1340 State Rt. 9 
Lake George, N.Y.  12845 
Office: 518-761-6537 
Fax:      518-761-6402 
Cell:     518-361-0132 
laflureb@co.warren.ny.us 

            
 
From: douglas girling [mailto:douglasgirling@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2013 7:03 PM 

To: LaFlure, Brian; Travis Howe; Joe Farrell; Micki L. Guy; Drexel, Amy; Jean F Coulard 
Cc: Josh Hayes; Lorrie Smith 

Subject: Re: STATUS OF THURMAN EMS INC. 

 

To all concerned 

  

I stand open to correction, but I believe this is now the sixth time, in as many weeks, that Ms 

Coulard has changed her mind regarding the functional status of Thurman rescue squad. I have to 

assume that Ms Coulards vacillations are a clear indication that she is very uncertain about the 

squads ability to provide safe and reliable Emergency Medical Services to the town of Thurman.  

  

The provision of vital life saving emergency services to a  town is a serious responsibility that 

requires not only  competent medical care, but also sound logistical and business planning. A 

rescue squad cannot be run on an Ad lib basis, the residents of Thurman need to be able to rely 

on 24/7 coverage for their emergencies. Life threatening conditions require definitive and 

immediate intervention. A vague and unreliable response is just not satisfactory 

  

At this time, as medical director of Thurman EMS, I do not support the reopening of Thurman 

EMS. I have grave concerns that there are no satisfactory plans in place to adequately support the 

residents of Thurman with Emergency Medical Services in a safe and responsible manner.   

  

I recommend that Thurman EMS remain closed , until such a time that Ms Coulard can satisfy 

both the State and the REMAC with a sensible operating plan. 

  

mailto:laflureb@co.warren.ny.us
mailto:douglasgirling@yahoo.com
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If Ms Coulard disagrees with my recommendation she is certainly free to seek alternative 

medical direction from another source. 

  

Douglas Girling MD 

Medical Director Thurman EMS 

 

 

--- On Sun, 3/10/13, Jean F Coulard <jfcoulard@gmail.com> wrote: 

 

From: Jean F Coulard <jfcoulard@gmail.com> 

Subject: STATUS OF THURMAN EMS INC. 

To: "Brian LaFlure" <laflureb@warrencountyny.gov>, "Travis Howe" 

<THOWE@nenyems.org>, "Joe Farrell" <jxf14@health.state.ny.us>, "Micki L. Guy" 

<medic103853@yahoo.com>, "Amy Drexel" <drexela@warrencountyny.gov>, "Dr. Douglas 

Girling " <douglasgirling@yahoo.com> 

Cc: "Josh Hayes" <joshuahayes79@yahoo.com>, "Lorrie Smith" <mrsdan12@verizon.net> 

Date: Sunday, March 10, 2013, 11:55 AM 

To All Concerned: 

Please accept this notice as our official position, that Thurman EMS will remain open and 

respond on a volunteer, BLS  basis, for the remainder of the year (2013). 

During that time we will be applying for a renewal of our ALS Certification. We will also plan & 

implement re-organizaation of our squad, and hopefully, by Jan 2014, we will be in full 

compliment with 24/7 paid responders, as an ALS squad. 

We at the Thurman EMS squad wish to thank all of you for your patience during these difficult 

times.  We also look forward to working with you to continue to provide the Warren County 

citizenry with increased and valid knowledge of the purpose and dedication of all EMS squads. 

We of EMS are still a very young public service, and still feeling 'growing pains', but we feel 

that our mission has just begun, and we will move forward with determination. 

Respectfully and with gratitude, 

 

Jean F Coulard, Pres. 

THURMAN EMS INC. 

 

cc:  Josh Hayes, Acting Captain 

       Lorri Smith, Secretary 

 

 

 
 
To All concerned 
 
After extensive discussion with Joe Farrell, the REMAC, and our county supervisors, the following are my 
recommendations based on the facts available to me at this time:  
 
It is my understanding the Thurman EMS has obtained funding through private sources that will enable them to 
remain operational through 2013. I have no verified proof of this, but it was eluded to in the above conversations. 

mailto:jfcoulard@gmail.com
mailto:jfcoulard@gmail.com
mailto:laflureb@warrencountyny.gov
mailto:THOWE@nenyems.org
mailto:jxf14@health.state.ny.us
mailto:medic103853@yahoo.com
mailto:drexela@warrencountyny.gov
mailto:douglasgirling@yahoo.com
mailto:joshuahayes79@yahoo.com
mailto:mrsdan12@verizon.net
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Thurman will operate at a BLS level and will respond to all BLS calls. There will be No automatic mutual aid for BLS 
calls. 
 
If Thurman EMS are not able to respond to ANY call within 6 minutes, then the closest available covering agency will 
be dispatched (This will most likely be Warrensburg or Johnsburg) 
 
In the event of an ALS call. Thurman will respond at a BLS level to these calls. ALS backup will be provided by either 
Warrensburg or Johnsburg.  
 
If Warrensburg or Johnsburg are called to provide ALS assistance OR are called to provide BLS care due to Thurman 
EMS inability to respond within 6 minutes, then the patient will be transferred to the care of the responding ALS 
agency. This means that the patient will be transferred over to the ambulance of the responding ALS agency. 
 
In terms of future ALS capability of Thurman EMS. It is unlikely that Thurman ALS will be able to get ALS approval as 
things currently stand. This is not a situation unique to Thurman, but is a reality facing small towns throughout the 
Nation. The costs, training, equipment and medical proficiencies required to meet ALS requirements are prohibitive to 
an agency that only has 80 - 90 responses per annum. ALS response can be more effectively and efficiently 
managed by larger agencies. The national trend is fewer ALS agencies covering larger territories with immediate BLS 
care provided at a local level.  
 
Thurman EMS will have to provide the REMAC with monthly reports of their staffing and response times (a 
requirement of all our agencies)  
 
Thurman EMS will have to provide copies of their PCRs to their medical director every quarter for review. (This meets 
the QA QI requirement of the State) 
 
I will continue to serve as the Medical Director of Thurman EMS if the agency can agree to these terms. 
 
These contingencies are subject to approval by the State and the REMAC. 
 
Douglas Girling MD 

 

 


