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MINUTES OF THE FISCAL AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE 

TOWN OF THURMAN HELD JANUARY 08, 2013 AT THE TOWN HALL, 311 ATHOL 

ROAD, ATHOL NEW YORK, COMMENCING AT 6:30 P.M… 

PRESENT:        MRS. EVELYN WOOD, SUPERVISOR 

   MR. CHARLES BILLS, COUNCILMAN 

          MR. LEON GALUSHA, COUNCILMAN 

              MR. AL VASAK, COUNCILMAN 

       MRS. GAIL SEAMAN, COUNCILWOMAN 

Recording secretary: Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

FISCAL MEETING: The Town Board reviewed all claims. 

Supervisor Wood said that she would check with the highway superintendent 

about the broken windshield. 

BOARD MEETING: The regular town board meeting was called to order by Evelyn 

Wood, Supervisor. 

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by 

Councilman Bills, the minutes from the December 11, 2012 regular meeting were 

approved. Supervisor Wood asked that the abstract from the December fiscal 

meeting be included in the minutes for tonight’s meeting because the voucher 

numbers hadn’t been included in the December minutes. At the December 11, 

2012 fiscal meeting Supervisor Wood said that the voucher numbers being 

approved were 2012-756 thru 2012-804. 

When the town board approved the Nov 2012 regular meeting minutes, it was 

pointed out by Supervisor Wood that Councilman Hitchcock had found a mistake 

in the minutes. Wood said that in the report from Councilman Vasak, the minutes 
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state that the Christmas party (youth) would be held on December 17, 2012. 

Supervisor Wood said that the minutes should say the party would be held 

December 15, 2012. The town clerk said that she listened to the recording (of the 

meeting) and Mr. Vasak stated the party was to be held on December 17, 2012.  

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

LETTERS: The packet from the Association of Towns was brought to the attention 

of the town board.  A letter was received from Perky Granger (not read), a letter 

from Mary Eddy (read) and a yearly report from ACO Dexter Baker (read).  

REPORTS:  

Councilman Vasak gave a report on the landfill, food pantry and highway. 

(Attached). 

Councilman Galusha had questions about the letter of intent the EMS had 

requested from the town. 

Supervisor’s Report 

Supervisor Wood introduced Mr. Tom Suozzo, Cederwood Engineering Services 

PLLC. Mr. Suozzo gave the town board his advice on what to do about the salt 

contamination of the water of a house near the town garage, and salt storage 

area.  He said that the best solution was to supply this house with a clean water 

supply. Reverse osmosis was an option except that it would lower the value of the 

house. Another option is a drilled well. Supervisor Wood said that the town had 

received three quotes for a drilled well. Rosic $6,300.00, Ron Gill $8,160.00 and JD 

$12,800.00.  Mr. Suozzo said that we don’t know how deep a drilled well will be. 

Suozzo suggested that a drilled well should also have a 48 hour pump test to be 

sure the well was not pulling salt. Mr. Suozzo also discussed a town truck washing 

station, an evaporation basin and the need for a new salt shed. Mr. Suozzo said 

that the DEC wants something done to keep the salt from leaching down. 

Supervisor Wood thanked Mr. Suozzo for the update 
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COMMITTEES: 

Supervisor Wood appointed the following… 

Councilman Vasak to highway, solid waste and food pantry 

Councilwoman Seaman to youth and community programs 

Councilman Galusha to snow mobile club, EMS and fire Co 

Councilman Bills to cemetery, buildings and grounds 

TRUCK BOXES: Loughberry Mfg. Corp. did not do the agreed upon work for the 

truck boxes (truck box bids awarded to Loughberry August 14, 2012). Highway 

Superintendent Pat Wood is installing a spare box.  Supervisor Wood said that 

the highway had finished over the budget so we wouldn’t have had the money for 

the boxes anyway. 

Supervisor Wood said that the Town of Johnsburg was looking at the possibility of 

a resolution stating that if a home was built on a seasonal road the homeowner 

would be required to bring the road up to snuff rather than the tax payers having 

to do it. 

Supervisor Wood stated that… 

 Her office was working on W2’s 

She signed the outgoing Justice’s final report 

The Warren County Bicentennial has been kicked off 

It’s time to start town inventories 

A garbage bag inventory is needed 

The snowmobile club would like to use a vacant town file cabinet 

The annual audit needs to be done by January 20, 2012 

Al Vasak and Gail Seaman will do the annual audit 
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OLD BUSINESS: None 

NEW BUSINESS:  

The town Board each had a packet of occupancy grant applications. Councilman 

Galusha asked why there was only $10,000.00 left of the $30,000.00. Supervisor 

Wood showed Galusha the breakdown. Councilman Vasak asked if there was any 

money left over from last year. Councilman Galusha asked if it was necessary to 

spend $7,000.00 on fireworks.  

RESOLUTION # 10:  

Resolution to Award Occupancy Tax 

WHEREAS the Town of Thurman awards Occupancy Tax funding to events promoting tourisim  in our 

town, be it 

RESOLVED that the Town Board award the 2013 Maple Days $5500 in Occupancy Tax funds  with 

the understanding that the Annual Maple Sugar Party shall also be included in the  Maple Days 

publicity. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Vasak, resolution 

# 10 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

Discussion: Councilman Vasak said that the majority of occupancy tax money was 

spent on advertising. Councilwoman Seaman said that she never listens to the 

radio ads but looks more toward the visual ads. Councilwoman Seaman asked 

Randy Galusha (Toad Hill Maple Farm) if they (maple producers) get funding 

from the state. Randy Galusha answered that it was not funding specific to Maple 

Days. Councilwoman Seaman asked if Toad Hill did any of their own advertising.  

Randy Galusha replied that it’s cost prohibitive. Councilman Vasak said that he 

didn’t feel advertising brought people from long distances. The discussion ended 

with the thought that the funds needed to be shared equally. 
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RESOLUTION # 11: 

Resolution to Award Occupancy Tax 

WHEREAS the Town of Thurman awards Occupancy Tax funding to events promoting tourism  in our 

town, be it 

RESOLVED that the Town Board award the 2013 Maple Sugar Party $450 for the  entertainment. 

 On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Vasak, resolution 

# 11 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #7:  

Resolution to Authorize Attendance at the Association of Towns Annual Meeting 

WHEREAS, the New York State Association of Towns Annual Meeting is to be held in New York City, 

February 17-20, 2013 ,and 

WHEREAS, this meeting is very educational and informative, and 

WHEREAS, actual and necessary expenditures are a town charge, (General Municipal Law 77-B Section 

77-B Chapter 413 L 1974) and the maximum rates as per the Town of Thurman’s Travel Policy are waived 

for this training,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that Gail Seaman is authorized to attend the Annual Meeting. 

On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilman Bills, resolution # 7 

was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #8:  

Resolution Concerning Agreement for Expenditure of Highway Moneys 

WHERESA as section 284 of Highway Law requires the Town Board and the Superintendent of 

 Highways to execute and agreement with regards to the expenditure of funds and 

WHEREAS this agreement must be in place each year prior to any expenditures being made  from 

repairs or improvements appropriations, be it  
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RESOLVED that the attached Agreement be signed by a majority of the Town Board and the 

 Highway Superintendent with one copy filed with each of the following upon execution:  the 

Highway Superintendent, the Town Supervisor the Town Clerk, and the County  Superintendent of 

Highways. 

On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilman Galusha, resolution 

# 8 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION # 9:  

Resolution to Authorize Contract 

WHEREAS the Town of Thurman offers health insurance to certain employees, and 

WHERESA the Town of Thurman has reviewed various Heath Care Plans and selected  CDPHP’s EPO 

$35 copay plan as the Health Insurance plan for 2013, be it  

RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to sign the necessary documents for  the 

2013 contract with CDPHP. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman BIlls, resolution   

# 9 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

CLAIMS: On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Vasak, 

the town board approved payment of vouchers # 2012-828 thru 2013-022 for a 

grand total of $70,075.67 plus the amount of the voucher for Albert Baker’s 

Medicare reimbursement for January 2013. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  

Randy Galusha thanked the town board. 

Jerry Shipero asked if there was any news regarding internet. Supervisor Wood 

said that our chances of receiving funding are high. 
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Jerry Shipero also asked if funding for the EMS is forthcoming. Supervisor Wood 

answered that we don’t have funds but will watch the budget. 

Babara Farrell stated that the (Thurman EMS) has been trying to get the letter of 

intent but the lawyers are going back and forth and they are getting nowhere. 

ACO Dexter Baker asked about going in halves with Stony Creek for a microchip 

reader. 

Delbert Chambers asked about the proposed snowmobile trail (in Thurman that 

was supposed to connect to trails up North). Councilman Galusha said that we 

don’t have one. 

ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman 

Vasak, the meeting was adjourned at 8:07pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN  

Respectfully Submitted: 

Cynthia R. Hyde 
Town clerk 

January 23, 2013 

Attached: Letters, reports and the abstract audited at the December 2012 

regular meeting. 
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