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MINUTES OF THE FISCAL AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE 

TOWN OF THURMAN HELD JANUARY 14, 2014 AT THE TOWN HALL, 311 ATHOL 

ROAD, ATHOL NEW YORK, COMMENCING AT 6:30 P.M… 

PRESENT:        MRS. EVELYN WOOD, SUPERVISOR 

   MR. LEON GALUSHA, COUNCILMAN 

              MR. DANIAL SMITH, COUNCILMAN 

       MRS. GAIL SEAMAN, COUNCILWOMAN 

               MR. MICHAEL EDDY, COUNCILMAN 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 

    SENATOR BETTY LITTLE 

         ASSEMBLYMAN DAN STEC 

                 FRED ENGLMANN   

    AVA ASHENDORF 

Recording secretary: Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

FISCAL MEETING: The Town Board reviewed all claims  

BOARD MEETING: The regular town board meeting was called to order by Evelyn 

Wood, Supervisor. 

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENTATION: 

Supervisor Wood turned the meeting over to Ava Ashendorf.  

Ava Ashendorf explained how she became interested in helping to bring internet 

to the Town of Thurman and expedited a meeting between the town and internet 
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specialist Fred Englemann, proposer of White Space Internet for the Town of 

Thurman.  

Ms. Ashendorf read several letters from non-residents in support of Fred 

Englemann’s network services.  

Town Clerk Cynthia Hyde read a large pile of letters from residents in support of 

moving forward with this project and one letter from a resident who felt other 

options could be looked at.  

Senator Betty Little and Assemblyman Dan Stec spoke of their support and 

interest in the Whitespace project. They both felt that White Space could be a 

benefit to rural communities with low population density. Large companies such 

as Verizon will not serve small towns because of the small number of users.  

Senator Betty Little and Assemblyman Dan Stec both saw this project as a health, 

safety, educational and economic plus for rural communities and urged the Town 

Board to move forward. 

Ava Ashendorf then introduced Fred Englemann of Rain Maker technologies. 

Fred Englemann gave a presentation about White Space. Using maps projected 

on a screen Englemann discussed the many technical points of the White Space 

project and then treated everyone to a demonstration. Via White Space on the 

computer screen (projected onto the wall) the audience was able to see and hear 

Eric Lohrey, Nettle Meadows Sheila Flanagan and Derrick Conine who were 

several miles away.  Afterward Mr. Englemann answered many questions from 

the floor. 

SUPPORT OF WHITESPACE: 

 On a motion by Supervisor Wood, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, the 

town board decided to move forward with support of the White Space Internet 

Project 

MOTION CARRIED:  ROLL CALL ~ WOOD-YES, SEAMAN-YES, SMITH-YES, 

GALUSHA-YES, EDDY-ABSTAIN  
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         BREAK: 

The meeting was closed for a break at 8:40 pm 

MEETING RESUMED: 

The meeting was resumed at 8:52 pm 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

Correction: Supervisor Wood said that a correction needed to be made 

pertaining to the resolution at the Dec. 27, 2013 meeting establishing the position 

of bookkeeper/secretary. The minutes say that Gail Seaman made the motion 

and Leon Galusha seconded it, Wood said that it should be the other way around 

with Gail Seaman making the motion and Leon Galusha seconded it. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, the 

minutes of the December 27, 2013 meeting were approved with the following 

amendment.  

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SEAMAN, SMITH, EDDY  

Supervisor Wood said that the minutes of the December 10, 2013 meeting would 

not be brought up for approval until the next meeting. 

REPORTS: 

Councilman Galusha read a report from the Warrensburg EMS. Attached 

Councilwoman Seaman gave a report on the Food Pantry, the Thurman Youth 

Commission, the Fire Company and the Thurman Highway Department. 

Supervisor Wood gave the Supervisor’s Report. 

Points of interest: 

Valentines for Vets 

RESOLUTION #10: 

Resolution Approving Contract 
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WHEREAS it is necessary to have a plan that will make available and/or transfer to Jager & Flynn 

Associates, Inc. certain protected health information in conjunction with services offered by  Jager 

and Flynn, and 

WHEREAS Jager and Flynn Associates, Inc. has provided the town with an appropriate business associate 

agreement that addresses this need, be it 

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Business Associate Agreement and authorizes the 

 Supervisor to execute the contract. 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Smith, 

resolution # 10 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SEAMAN, SMITH, EDDY  

RESOLUTION #11: 

Resolution Approving Contract 

WHEREAS the Town of Thurman utilizes Foresight Electronic Monitoring Systems, Inc for fire alarm 

 services, and 

WHEREAS it is necessary to renew the Town’s contract for service with Foresight for these services at 

 the same rate, be it  

RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to sign a contract with Foresight Electronic 

 Monitoring Systems. 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Galusha, 

resolution # 11 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SEAMAN, SMITH, EDDY  

RESOLUTION #12: 

Resolution Approving Contract 

WHEREAS the Town of Thurman will be utilizing CDPHP for health care coverage for eligible employees 

for the term of December 1, 2013 thru November 30, 2014 and 

WHEREAS it is necessary to execute a contract with CDPHP for this service, be it  

RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to sign a contract with CDPHP for health care 

coverage through CDPHP. 
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On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

resolution # 12 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SEAMAN, SMITH, EDDY  

 

RESOLUTION #13: 

Resolution to Approve Training 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following Training is hereby approved: 

April 8 & 9, 2014  APA Local Government Day Conference Evelyn Wood 

Lake Placid, NY  $58.75 

May 28-30, 2014 Basic Accounting School  $85  Sally Feihel  

Town of Malta      

September 3-5, 2014 Advanced Accounting School  $85  Sally Feihel  

Town of Malta     

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Smith, 

resolution # 13 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SEAMAN, SMITH, EDDY  

Discussion Bookkeeper:  

There was discussion regarding how a town bookkeeper is hired. 

Discussion Bids: 

Discussion ensued regarding whitespace bids and giving bidders more time to 

prepare bids. 

Supervisor Wood said that she had to submit an E4 by the 17th so the bids would 

need to be awarded. 

RESOLUTION #14: 
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Resolution Awarding Bid 

WHERESA the Town of Thurman received two bids in response to its request for bids for  equipment as 

set forth in Resolution 55 of 2013 which were opened on January 6, 2014,  and 

WHEREAS the bids have been reviewed and evaluated in accordance with the town’s  procurement 

policy, and with regard for Executive Order 8 of 2011, and 

WHEREAS both bids submitted had no bid on certain pieces of equipment listed in the bid 

 document, and 

WHEREAS the switching ups is the most essential component of the equipment listed in the  bid, 

and 

WHEREAS both parties did submit bids for the switching ups switch equipment, now therefore  be it 

RESOLVED that the Town of Thurman awards the bid for electrical equipment as shown on the 

 attached Tab Sheet to KGP Telecommunications, Inc. dba KGP Logistics, a women  owned 

 business, in the amount of $15,704.07, and to Twinstate Technologies in the  amount of 

$5,274.83. The Town Board further instructs the Town Clerk to make the  bidders aware of the outcome 

of these awards. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

resolution # 14 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SEAMAN, SMITH, EDDY  

RESOLUTION #15: 

Resolution Accepting LARAC Grant 

WHEREAS the Town of Thurman applied for funding through the LARAC grant process for the  town’s 

events, and 

WHEREAS LARAC has approved $2,585 in funding for the Jack Wax party and the Summer  Concert 

Series, be it  

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby accepts this grant and authorizes the Supervisor to fill  out the 

necessary paperwork and sign the necessary documents for the grant. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Smith, resolution 

# 15 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SEAMAN, SMITH, EDDY 
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APPROVAL OF THE CLAIMS:  

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Smith, The Town 

Board approved vouchers # 2014-7 thru 2014-77 with a general fund total of 

$32,581.05, a highway fund total of $47,727.44 and a  capital projects fund total 

of $20,864.53, with the grand total being $101,173.02 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SEAMAN, SMITH, EDDY  

PROCEDURE FOR BOARD MEMBERS: 

Supervisor Wood advised the board on procedures. 

DISCUSSION: 

Discussion about the Supervisor putting meeting recordings online and having the 

bookkeeper transcribe minutes from those recordings that will be available in 

hard copy form before the Town Clerk’s official minutes are ready.  

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

Winnie Martin said that she enjoyed listening to the minutes on line and that she 

had read some of the past minutes and thought they appeared to have a personal 

view. 

Delbert Chambers was concerned that he was going to help pay for 80 homes to 

have internet and that the internet may never get to his area. 

Supervisor Wood said that the town would apply for more equipment and 

expand as grants become available. 

Erin Beadnell asked about access to computers for disadvantaged citizens which 

is part of the grant and if the supervisor’s secretary was going to write minutes 

then wouldn’t we be paying two people to do the same job. 

Supervisor Wood explained that it could mean using old town computers for use 

to the public at the town hall and maybe setting up some computer educational 

services. 



JANUARY 14, 2014 REGULAR 
 

8 
 

Supervisor Wood stated that the town clerk’s minutes are the official minutes but 

people have said they want the minutes sooner and don’t want to wait. Wood 

said that it really won’t take that long for the secretary to write the basics of what 

happened at the meetings.  

Mary Eddy asked about the process of putting out bids and the bidding process 

time line. 

Supervisor Wood explained the process of bidding and preparing for bidding. 

Paula Hubert was in support of going forward with the grant. 

Councilman Eddy felt that two sets of minutes will create confusion. 

Councilman Galusha asked what we are going to do about the electricians. 

Supervisor Wood said that we will look to see if we can do it under professional 

services. 

Councilman Galusha wanted to know if we would need another meeting and if a 

good faith effort (to hire women or minority companies) would be accepted. 

Supervisor Wood stated that she didn’t know of anyone who has gotten around it 

(hiring women or minority companies). Wood said that she would try to find out 

and if not we’ll have to rebid. 

OFFICIAL DELEGATE: 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Smith, the 

Town Board designated Supervisor Wood to be the Town of Thurman delegate at 

the Association of Towns meeting in February 2014. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SEAMAN, SMITH, EDDY  

AJOURNMENT:  

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, the 

town board adjourned the meeting at 10:17 PM 
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MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SEAMAN, SMITH, EDDY  

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

CYNTHIA R. HYDE 
TOWN CLERK 01/28/2014 
 

ATTACHED: 

Letters and  EMS report 
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