
May 13, 2014 
 

1 
 

MINUTES OF THE FISCAL AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE 

TOWN OF THURMAN HELD MAY 13, 2014 AT THE TOWN HALL, 311 ATHOL 

ROAD, ATHOL NEW YORK, COMMENCING AT 6:30 P.M… 

PRESENT:        MRS. EVELYN WOOD, SUPERVISOR 

   MR. MICHAEL EDDY, COUNCILMAN 

          MR. LEON GALUSHA, COUNCILMAN 

              MR. DANIEL SMITH, COUNCILMAN 

       MRS. GAIL SEAMAN, COUNCILWOMAN 

Recording secretary: Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

FISCAL MEETING: The Town Board reviewed all claims. 

BOARD MEETING: The regular town board meeting was called to order by Evelyn 

Wood, Supervisor. 

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

MOMENT TO REFLECT  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

On a motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Galusha, the 

minutes of the April 08, 2014 regular meeting were approved. 

It was noted that Councilwoman Seaman objects to a particular statement from 

the letter written by the town clerk. Seaman said that she had never seen or 

proof read a legal ad at the request of the town clerk. 

MOTION CARRIED: Roll Call ~ GALUSHA – YES, SMITH - YES, EDDY – YES, WOOD - 

YES, SEAMAN – YES   
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LETTERS:  

A letter from Perky Granger Thurman, Station Association and a letter from 

Richard Bardi. Attached 

Supervisor Wood noted for the record that Mr. Bardi is grossly incorrect. Wood 

said that those are not her spreadsheets, they were provided to the board in 

answer to questions regarding cost recovery by Fred Englemann. Supervisor 

Wood reiterated that they (the spreadsheets) are not hers, she did not create 

them, and they were provided by Fred Englemann for informational purposes 

regarding his proposal for contract for internet services 

REPORTS:  

Councilman Smith said that he needs to talk to Highway Superintendent Pat 

Wood about the Highway crew doing some work out front. Smith also said he 

would get prices for doors and painting. 

Councilman Galusha read a report from the Warrensburg EMS. Attached 

Councilwoman Seaman said that 200 lbs of food was collected for the food 

pantry and a special thank you goes out to George Chonko for the time he takes 

to volunteer. Councilwoman Seaman also reported on the Highway crew and the 

Thurman Fire Company. 

Supervisor’s Report: 

Supervisor Wood gave the supervisor’s report. 

Supervisor Wood appointed Councilman Eddy to work on the veterans roll. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

None 

NEW BUSINESS:  

SUBDIVISION: 
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Supervisor Wood said that she reviewed our local law and determined that there 

needs to be a public hearing on the Smith subdivision. Wood said the APA has 

signed off on it (no permit required) and the sizes of the lots are not a concern. 

Councilman Smith said that he would like the hearing as early as possible so that 

the contractor could get started. 

Councilman Eddy stated that since the APA has signed off he didn’t understand 

why a public hearing was needed. 

Supervisor Wood said that our local law sets a procedure for all subdivisions; we 

have to approve them or not approve them. 

Councilman Galusha stated that this isn’t a subdivision, a lot is being divide and it 

doesn’t come down to the minimum requirement (both pieces are larger than the 

3 acre minimum, Local Law 2 of 2006). Galusha said that we’ve done these before 

and didn’t require a public hearing. 

Supervisor Wood replied that some we have and some we haven’t (had hearings 

about). We had a hearing on Mr. Witz’s property. Wood added that she is not 

fond of our local law and feels it should be reviewed. 

Councilman Eddy said he didn’t think a public hearing was justified since the lots 

don’t deviate from proper zoning. 

Supervisor Wood said that we have to abide by our local law. 

Councilman Seaman said that she agrees the subdivision shouldn’t have to be 

heard but for transparency sake we don’t want to look like we are favoring a 

board member. 

Councilman Eddy asked what the notice requirement was for a public hearing. 

Supervisor Wood answered that a minimum of 5 days notice is needed. 

SUBDIVISION: A public hearing was set for May 20, 2014 pertaining to a 

subdivision by Dan and Lorrie Smith. 
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VEHICLE PURCHASE: Highway Superintendent Pat Wood looked at a tandem 

truck and a 1 ton truck for sale by the Town of Bolton and is interested in 

purchasing them for the highway department.  

RESOLUTION #37:  

Resolution to Accept Annual Audit 

WHEREAS the Town Board is required to annually audit the books and receipts of the officers  of the 

Town, and 

WHEREAS the audit for the year 2013 has been completed, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board accepts the attached audit results. 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Galusha, 

Resolution #37 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #38:  

Resolution Authorizing Town Highway Machinery Purchase 

WHEREAS, the Town Superintendent of highways did, on the 13th day of May, 2014, duly recommend the 

purchase of certain equipment pursuant to the provisions of Section 142 of the Highway Law, now, 

therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Superintendent of highways is authorized to purchase, in accordance with 

the provisions of Article 5-A of the General Municipal Law a one ton  pick up and a tandem truck 

from the Town of Bolton for a maximum price of fifteen thousand dollars. Upon delivery of the items 

purchased, the supervisor shall pay the  following amounts as specified: 

Up to $15,000 from budgetary appropriation DA 5130.2 for purchase of equipment. 

On a motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution #38 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  ROLL CALL ~ WOOD-YES, GALUSHA-YES, EDDY-YES, SMITH-

YES, SEAMAN-YES 

RESOLUTION #39:  

Resolution to Declare and Dispose of Surplus Equipment   
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WHEREAS the Town Superintendent of Highways has indicated that the following machinery is no longer 

necessary and should be declared surplus and sold to the highest bidder, be it 

RESOLVED that the Town Board directs the Town Clerk to advertize the equipment listed below as surplus 

equipment which will be sold to the highest bidder. Those interested in bidding on the equipment must 

submit sealed bids to the Town Clerk no later than June 9th, 2014 and each bid must be clearly marked as 

a sealed bid as well as which item is being bid upon. Bids will be opened at the Town Board’s regular 

June 10, 2014 meeting and all bidders must submit a certificate of non-collusion. The Town of Thurman 

reserves the right to reject any and all bids. Questions or information requests regarding items for bid 

should be directed to the Superintendent of highways at 623-9614. 

Surplus Equipment: 

 

1. 1990 International Dump Truck, Model 2554, 4x2, Vin #1HTGBZ3R1LH244983, DT466 

Engine, 8 Speed, locking rears, runs well, body fair 
 

2. 2000 Chevy K2500 pickup, 6.0 Liter 4x4, Automatic Power Steering, Power Brakes, body 

rough 

 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution #39 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #40:  

Resolution to Authorize Contract 

WHEREAS the Adirondack local Government Review Board provides services to the Town by attending 

meetings and participating in public hearings conducted by the Adirondack Park Agency regarding 

projects under review by the Adirondack Park Agency, and 

WHEREAS the Town has budgeted three hundred dollars for these services, now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes a contract between the Town and the Adirondack Local 

Government Review Board in the amount of three hundred dollars and authorizes the Supervisor to sign 

any necessary documents. 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Smith, 

Resolution #40 was approved. 
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MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #41:  

Resolution to Fill Position 

WHEREAS the Town Board decided that it is advisable to have two staff members working 

 together on cemetery maintenance for reasons of safety and efficiency, and 

WHEREAS the Town Board previously created the position of part time seasonal  cemetery 

 maintenance worker with the position to be paid at a rate of $8.50 per hours and to be a 

 16 hour a week position from Memorial Day until Labor Day, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the filling of the position for the year 2014. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution #41 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #42:  

Resolution to Waive Requirements 

WHEREAS the Town has adopted a policy regulating the use of the town buildings, and 

WHEREAS a child in our community has a serious health issue and there are plans to hold a fundraiser on 

June 15th, 2014 using the town property, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board waives the requirements of the town’s policy for this event. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution #42 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #43:  

Resolution to Authorize Registration with New York Grants Gateway 

WHEREAS the State of New York has implemented the New York Grants Gateway for the online 

submission and reimbursement for current and future grant funding reimbursement, and 

WHEREAS the registration process requires submission on a registration form and an organizational 

chart, now therefore, 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is authorized to prepare and submit the New York Grants 

Gateway Registration Form and organizational chart. 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Smith, 

Resolution #43 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #44:  

Resolution to Authorize Preparation of Easements 

WHEREAS the Town of Thurman received a Connect NY grant for its White Space Project to build a white 

space internet system in the town, and 

WHEREAS the town will need to place utility poles in up to five locations as part of the construction of the 

White Space system, and 

WHEREAS the White Space system is flexible, allowing for the pole locations to be changed should a 

property owner not wish to have a pole located upon their property, and  

WHEREAS it will be necessary to obtain easements from various property owners for the placement of a 

utility pole and any necessary anchors along the roadside of various properties, and  

WHEREAS these easements shall be in a form prepared by the town’s attorney and the meets and 

bounds of the easements shall be prepared by a surveyor for the town, now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the preparation of up to five easements for utility poles 

located on various properties in the town which are to be determined, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is authorized to work with the town’s attorney, and other 

individuals as necessary to prepare the easements, and when the easements are prepared they will come 

before the Town Board for final approval.  

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Galusha, 

Resolution # 44 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  4 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SMITH, SEAMAN 

   1 NAY ~ EDDY, 
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Discussion: 

There was a discussion about conducting a survey to see how many people would 

sign up for white space and about having more whitespace workshops 

RESOLUTION #45: 

Resolution to Adjust Budget 

WHEREAS the Town Board approved claims for training for the Tax Collector at its regular April 2014 

meeting, and 

WHEREAS  it is necessary to make a budget adjustment as a result of the approval, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the following budget adjustment: 

From:       To: 

 

1990.4 Contingency     $260.00  1330.4 Tax Collection Contractual $260.00 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution #45 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #47:  

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board approves the following training which is budgeted for in the court’s 

2014 budget: 

July 28-30, 2014 Court Training     Sheila Flanagan & 

   SUNY Potsdam    Joanna Cummings 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Smith, Resolution 

#47 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 
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APPROVAL OF CLAIMS: 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Seaman, the town 

board approved vouchers #’s 2014-222 thru 2014-342 for a highway fund total of 

$34,132.11, a general fund total of $13,739.60 and a grand total of $47,956.70. 

Abstract attached 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

The following people spoke during privilege of the floor… Mary Eddy, Winnie 

Martin, Marilyn Youngblood, Richard Bardi, Paula Hubert, Cynthia Hyde and Jerry 

Cameron. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Smith, the 

Town Board went into executive session at 8:34 pm to discuss collective 

bargaining negotiations under the Taylor Law. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, the 

town Board came out of executive session at 8:44 pm with no action taken. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #46:  

Resolution to Authorize Contract 

WHEREAS the Town has negotiated a three year contract with AFSCME Council 66 which will include the 

following: 

 Hospitalization & Medical Benefits: 
 The current cap on the amount the Town will pay monthly toward health insurance will be 

increased each year as follows: 
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 2014 2015 2016 

Individual $0 $5 $7 

2 Person $15 $25 $35 

Family $30 $35 $40 

 

 Wages: 
2014: .25 increase to base salary 

2015: 2% increase to base salary 

2016: 2% increase to base salary 

No retroactive pay for 2014, however a one time payment of $100 to the eight full time employees will 

be made by the Town. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board agrees to the terms of the contract and authorizes the Supervisor 

to sign the necessary documents. 

On a motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution #46 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by 

Councilwoman Seaman, the meeting was adjourned at 8:46pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN  

Respectfully Submitted: 

Cynthia R. Hyde 
Town clerk 
05/27/2014 
 
Attached: 
EMS report, letter from Thurman Station Association, letter and charts from 
Richard Bardi and abstract of unpaid May vouchers.  
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