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REGULAR MEETING, TOWN OF THURMAN MAY 18, 2023 

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Thurman, County of Warren and the 

State of New York was held at the town hall, 311 Athol Road, Athol, NY on the 18th 

day of May 2023. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Debra Runyon       Supervisor 

Randy Galusha       Councilperson 

Charles Bills            Councilperson 

Ed Brown                Councilperson 

Doug Needham     Councilperson 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Patrick Wood        Highway Superintendent 

Cynthia Hyde        Town Clerk 

Supervisor Runyon called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm with the pledge to the 

flag. 

ROLL CALL 

RESOLUTION 37-2023 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE CLAIMS 
On a motion of Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Galusha, the 
following resolution was 
ADOPTED       Ayes 5 Runyon, Galusha, Bills, Needham, Brown 
                         Nays 0 
TOTAL OF ABSTRACT 5, GENERAL FUND, MAY 18, 2023      $ 48,013.53  

TOTAL OF ABSTRACT 5, HIGHWAY FUND, MAY 18, 2023     $31,790.66 

TOTAL CLAIMS FOR MAY 18, 2023                                            $79,804.29 
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RESOLUTION 38-2023 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUPERVISOR TO HIRE A CEMETERY 
MAINTENANCE WORKER 
 
On a motion of Councilman Needham, seconded by Councilman Bills, the 
following resolution was 
ADOPTED       Ayes 5 Runyon, Galusha, Bills, Needham, Brown 
                         Nays 0 
WHEREAS the Town Supervisor has been informed that the Highway Department 
will be able to clean the cemeteries prior to Memorial Day, but not after that, and  
WHEREAS the town will require someone to mow, weed whack, fix fencing and 
other cemetery maintenance throughout the summer and fall, be it   
RESOLVED: The Town Board authorizes the Town Supervisor to hire a cemetery  
maintenance worker as a seasonal part time position at a rate of $16.00 per hour.  
 
DISSCUSSION: Discussion ensued regarding a new cemetery worker. 
 

RESOLUTION 39-2023 
RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE OCCUPANCY TAX FUNDS FOR THE TOWNWIDE 
GARAGE SALE 
 
On a motion of Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Brown, the 
following resolution was 
ADOPTED       Ayes 5 Runyon, Galusha, Bills, Needham, Brown 
                         Nays 0 
WHEREAS Lisa Taylor is interested in overseeing the Thurman Town Wide Garage 
Sale event on June 9th, 10th and 11th, and   
WHEREAS Lisa Taylor – Organizer/Chair of the Town Wide Garage Sale Committee 
has requested $3,500 of Occupancy Tax Funds to help fund the event, be it    
RESOLVED: The Town Board authorizes the payment of $2,375.00 to cover  
the cost of advertising and the cost of a handicap porta potty.   

 

DISSCUSSION: The town board discussed the upcoming town wide garage sale. 
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RESOLUTION 40-2023 
RESOLUTION TO ALLOW RESIDENTS TO RENT TABLES FROM THE TOWN HALL  
FOR THE TOWNWIDE GARAGE SALE 
On a motion of Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Galusha, the 
following resolution was 
ADOPTED       Ayes 5 Runyon, Galusha, Bills, Needham, Brown 
                         Nays 0 
WHEREAS several residents have requested the ability to use tables here at the 
Town Hall for the Town Wide Garage Sale, be it  
RESOLVED: The Town Board authorizes the renting of tables from the Town Hall 
for a small fee of $5 for a table and $5 for a space, for Saturday and Sunday, and 
be it  
RESOLVED: that the tables are only to be placed across the street in the Highway  
parking area or the parking area in front of the Town Hall, and NOT in front of the 
Highway Garage.  

 

RESOLUTION 41-2023 
RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE TOWN HALL RENTAL AGREEMENT 
On a motion of Councilman Needham, seconded by Councilman Bills, the 
following resolution was 
ADOPTED       Ayes 5 Runyon, Galusha, Bills, Needham, Brown 
                         Nays 0 
WHEREAS the town hall has been rented recently and disrespectful behavior has  
occurred resulting in damage and liability issues, and  
 
WHEREAS the Town Board agrees that a substantial increase in the deposit 
amount  
which will not be returned unless the building is left clean, no damage has been 
incurred, and the doors and windows are closed and locked should be a deterrent 
to this disrespectful behavior, be it 

 
RESOLVED: The Town Board approves of the attached amended Town Hall Rental  
Agreement, which includes a substantial increase in the deposit amount while 

allowing  the actual rental amount to remain the same as long as the new rules 

are followed   

DISCUSSION: Discussion ensued regarding town hall rentals. 
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RESOLUTION 42-2023 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF THURMAN REQUESTING THAT GOVERNOR 
HOCHUL SUPPORT LEGISLATION THAT WILL ALLOW TOWNS THE OPTION TO 
ASSESS ALL NEWLY CONSTRUCTED CONDOMINIUMS IN A MANNER THAT 
REFLECTS THE MOST CURRENT MARKET VALUE 
On a motion of Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Bills, the resolution 
was (see resolution attached) 
ADOPTED       Ayes 5 Runyon, Galusha, Bills, Needham, Brown 
                         Nays 0 
 
RESOLUTION 43-2023 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 
On a motion of Councilman Brown, seconded by Councilman Needham, the 
following resolution was 
ADOPTED       Ayes 5 Runyon, Galusha, Bills, Needham, Brown 
                         Nays 0 
WHEREAS there are two budget codes that require a budget adjustment to 

prevent them from being in the negative, be it  

RESOLVED: The Town Board approves the budget adjustment listed below to 

maintain a positive balance in expenditure codes: 

Increase A2401 Interest Earnings                       $3,666.91 
Increase A1910.4 Unallocated Insurance          $3,666.91 
 
Increase A9040.8 Worker’s Comp                      $1,892.00 
Decrease A9030.8 Social Security                       $1,892.00 
 

DISCUSSION: Supervisor Runyon stated that $4,706.44 in interest was earned in 

the NY Class account for the month of May and that the interest earned in the NY 

Class account in the last 12 months is $23,172. Supervisor Runyon said that she 

has completed the 2018, the 2019 and the 2020 AUD (Annual Update Document). 

The supervisor also announced that the $4,000.00 grant for the archery program 

has been received and that the town is also eligible for $1,906.00 for 2023 youth 

recreation reimbursement. It was also stated that the sales tax is up 3% this year. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE TOWN OF THURMAN: The upcoming events are, a 

slide show by the town historian on May 27 at 7, the town wide yard sale on June 

9, 10 and 11 from 9-5 and the Woods Walk on June 3 from 10-4. 

DISCUSSION: Discussion ensued regarding maintenance and items needed for the 

recreation area. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Several people spoke during privilege of the floor. 

DISCUSSION: Discussion ensued regarding board members calling the town 

attorney 

ADJOURN: 

On a motion of Councilman Needham, seconded by Councilman Brown, the town 
board adjourned the meeting at 5:47 pm. 
MOTION CARRIED       Ayes 5 Runyon, Galusha, Brown, Needham, Bills  
         Nays 0                                                         
                         
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
Cynthia Hyde, Town Clerk 
June 1, 2023 
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