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REGULAR MEETING, TOWN OF THURMAN MAY 15, 2025 

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Thurman, County of Warren and the State of 
New York was held at the Thurman Town Hall, 311 Athol Road, Athol, New York on the 15th 
day of May 2025. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Debra Runyon         Supervisor 

Ed Brown                  Councilperson 

Doug Needham     Councilperson 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT 

Randy Galusha       Councilperson 

Charles Bills            Councilperson 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Patrick Wood        Highway Superintendent 

Cynthia Hyde        Town Clerk 

Supervisor Runyon called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm with the pledge to the flag. 

ROLL CALL 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

RESOLUTION 33-2025 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ABSTRACT 5 CLAIMS FOR 2025             
On a motion of Councilman Brown, Seconded by Councilman Needham, the following 
resolution was                        
ADOPTED       Ayes 3 Runyon, Needham, Brown 

                             Nays 0 

TOTAL OF ABSTRACT 5, GENERAL FUND, MAY 15, 2025  $70,864.14 
 
 
TOTAL OF ABSTRACT 5, HIGHWAY FUND, MAY 15, 2025 $26,709.61 
 
 
TOTAL CLAIMS FOR MAY 15, 2025 $97,573.75 



May 15, 2025 
 

2 
 

RESOLUTION 34-2025 
 
RESOLUTION TO AWARD OCCUPANCY TAX FOR MONDAY NIGHT SUMMER CONCERTS 
On a motion of Councilman Needham, seconded by Councilman Brown, the following 
resolution was 
ADOPTED       Ayes 3 Runyon, Needham, Brown 
                             Nays 0 
 
WHEREAS the Town of Thurman holds Monday night summer concerts during the  
months of July and August on an annual basis to attract visitors to our town, and  
 
WHEREAS there will be eight concerts scheduled this summer and two port-o-johns  
(one regular and one handicapped) plus a wash station, be it  
 
RESOLVED the Town Board of the Town of Thurman agrees to award $8,000 of  
Occupancy Tax to fund the expenses of the Monday Night Summer Concerts. 
 
RESOLUTION 35-2025 
 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SUPERVISOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 
WELLS BEACH COMMUNICATIONS FOR WEBSITE MAINTENANCE 
On a motion of Councilman Needham, seconded by Councilman Brown, the following 
resolution was 
ADOPTED       Ayes 3 Runyon, Needham, Brown 
                             Nays 0 
 
WHEREAS the Town of Thurman has a website that needs some design changes and 
updates that require knowledge of the website beyond the abilities of the employees, and 
 
WHEREAS this was suggested two years ago, was not enacted, and our website is still in 
need of modification, be it 
 
RESOLVED the Town Board of the Town of Thurman authorizes the Supervisor to enter into 
an agreement with Wells Beach Communication utilizing Option One of the proposal which 
would incur a fee on a per diem basis at the rate of $35 per hour, and 
 
RESOLVED that the Supervisor will be the point of contact to address these needs with 
Wells Beach Communications. 
 
 
 
 
SUPERVISOR’S LIST OF PROPOSED CHANGES: 
 



May 15, 2025 
 

3 
 

These are a few of the changes I would like to see. 

When you click on the Assessor tab under Government there is a link for the Final 
Assessment Role. That link says 2022 Final Assessment Role. 

When you click on the Town Clerk tab under Government the minutes listed are from 2022 
and the Budgets listed are 2014-2018 

When you click on Health and Safety under the Community tab the picture should not be of 
the ruble of the fire. It would be better if it was the front of the Thurman Fire Department. 

I also would like to see the contact information for Hudson Headwaters Health Center. 

When I clicked on Government under the Town Clerk tab there was a town meeting tab that 
had the numbers 1839.1863.1884 listed. When I clicked on that Hong Kong casino 
gambling games popped up. I don’t understand how that could happen because we have a 
.gov website. The Town Clerk called North Shore Solutions and it was removed. 

Under Code Enforcer it would be good to list the codes he is able to enforce, such as the 
noise ordinance, vehicle limit on unregistered cars, etc. 

Under the Government / Transfer Station tab there is a heading for Thurman Transfer 
Station Rules and Fees. It is not identifiable that you can click on it to get the list. 

I’d like to see the Post Office phone number listed on the website. 

Under Documents/Board Minutes I think it would be good for each year to be a separate 
line item, and then you would click on that to list all the meetings instead of it scrolling with 
each one listed on the first page. 

Under Documents/Forms I’d like to remove the Hall Rental agreement until we decide what 
we are doing about that. I think the Occupancy Tax Request Forms should be here. 

Under Events I think each event should be listed separately with the flyer or brochure 
available when you click on the name. They should be in chronological order and updated 
regularly. 

Under Events, Visit Thurman is not an event. I think there should be a Businesses link under 
Community for all businesses to put a link to their website, a brochure, a list, or some other 
type of recognition that they would prefer. 
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DISCUSSIONS: 

Discussion ensued regarding Local Elections being held on Election Day in even-Numbered 

Years.  

Discussion was had about sales tax. The 1st quarter sales tax share for Thurman was 
$115,753.22. 

There was a conversation about Frontier running fiber optic line in Thurman and T-Mobile 
wanting to put in a cell tower on Huber Road . 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

On a motion of Councilman Needham, seconded by Councilman Brown,                                                                                                                                                                                                  
the town board adjourned the meeting at 4:46 pm           

MOTION CARRIED       Ayes 3 Runyon, Brown, Needham  

                                               Nays 0                                                                   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cynthia Hyde, Town Clerk 

May 29, 2025 
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